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The Gateway Guide 
Or  

Everything you always wanted to know about 

Gateway Squares 

but were afraid to ask 
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Gateway Squares 

 

�

Who’s Who 

Stan Mangogna – Mainstream/Plus Instructor 

Aaron Wells – Gateway Squares Club Caller, Advanced Class Instructor  

 

Class Coordinators: 

Deb Kama 

Marcia Levin 

 

Lessons Committee: 

Deb Kama 

Harry Leip 

Marcia Levin 

Kevin Donze 

Mike Schwartz  

Aaron Wells – Member incognito 

 

 

Contact Us 

Email: 

Lessons information or to contact class coordinators:  gwsclass@yahoo.com 

General questions about the club:  gatewaysquares@yahoo.com 

Committee Chairs: 

Dance Committee – TBD 

Lessons Committee – Harry Leip (hleip@hotmail.com) 

Fly-In Committee – Curtis McMillen (cmcmille@wustl.edu) 

If you wish to discuss an issue regarding one of the committees, you may contact the committee chair. 
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Who are the Gateway Squares? 

 

Gateway Squares  (taken from Vital Voice Article – 2006, revised 2008) 

These days, anyone looking for fun in the St. Louis area has a good chance of finding it in the company of 
other gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender (GLBT) people. There are gay bowling leagues, gay softball 
teams, gay bicycle clubs and gay book clubs. 

And then there is the Gateway Squares, the area’s GLBT square dancing club. September is National Square 
Dancing Month, but despite the activity’s popularity, when you say “square dancing” most people have visions 
of old people in funny clothes, or maybe memories of forced square dancing sessions in eighth-grade gym 
class.  

The Gateway Squares are miles away from such stereotypes, but those misconceptions make up part of what 
Trevor Slom faced in 2002 when he had the idea of starting a gay square dancing club in St. Louis, one 
modeled after the vibrant club he had left behind in Chicago.  

Slom also had the problem that square dancing takes months to learn and can only be taught by specialized 
“callers” who know how to teach the moves and put them to music. When he started phoning up callers, the 
first few he reached were reluctant to start teaching a gay club.  

“One caller told me he thought there would be trouble,” Slom said, “Because the area is so conservative.” 

And then Slom reached Stan Mangogna, who has been dancing and calling in the St. Louis area for decades. 
“He didn’t hesitate,” Slom said. “He said, ‘It sounds like fun.’” 

One of the first people Slom recruited for the Gateway Squares was his husband, Curtis McMillen, who wasn’t 
at all keen on the idea. 
 
“I just did it to earn marriage points,” he said. “I told my friends at work, ‘I can’t believe I’m doing this.’” 
 
McMillen was unprepared for how much fun he had his first lesson. 
 
“It was so different than anything I’d done before,” he said. “It’s so silly. There’s no point to it. You’re just 
standing there, holding hands with strangers, listening for what you’re going to do next. It really breaks down 
barriers.”  
 
Six years later, Slom and McMillen are still dancing, and the Gateway Squares, now about sixty members 
strong, has become one of the most vibrant GLBT square dancing clubs in the country. Both see the Gateway 
Squares as meeting a vital need. 
 
“It’s one of the only activities in the gay community that doesn’t happen in bars, doesn’t involve sports, and 
allows people to just have fun and socialize,” said Slom. 
 
In other ways, the Gateway Squares has gone beyond just socializing. For a number of members who are 
recovering alcoholics, the club is a vital, sustaining outlet — a way of laughing and letting go. For others, it’s a 
way of finding community in a group that brings together women and men, social workers and lawyers, 
doctors and electricians. In other words, people who might otherwise never find their way to each other. 
 
“The club has changed a lot of people’s lives,” Slom said. “For people who might have been lonely and 
looking for a way into the community, this has been a godsend.”  
 
“And square dancing is very uplifting,” he continued. “You feel great after a dance. It’s therapy for all of us.”  
 
The Gateway Squares has been blazing new trails in a direction no one expected. 
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In 2003, after only a few months of lessons, caller Stan Mangogna told the Squares members that if they really 
wanted to learn how to dance, they had to go to dances in the straight community. He invited them to a dance 
at which he was the invited caller — in St. Charles. 
 
“St. Charles has the reputation of being so conservative,” Slom said.  
 
“We wouldn’t have gone if he hadn’t been calling,” added McMillen 
 
But Magnogna persisted, and a few weeks later, a gaggle of out gay men and lesbians sat in their cars in a 
parking lot outside of a church hall in St. Charles, with butterflies in their stomachs, and wondered if they 
really wanted to go through with it. 
 
They went through with it, but all did not go smoothly at first. 
 
“Our first dance broke down badly because we didn’t really know what we were doing,” McMillen recalled. ” 
 
When a woman from one of the straight clubs approached them afterwards, McMillen half-thought she would 
ask them to leave. 
 
“She came by and said that if we wanted to learn how to dance we had to break up and join other squares,” 
McMillan said. 
 
And then she set about finding other squares for them to dance with. 
 
“That’s when I knew it was going to be OK” McMillen said. 
 
For over two years, the Gateway Squares members have been dancing with straight clubs throughout the area 
and have found a level of support that has surprised everyone. Mangogna and his wife, Judy, have since 
become full-fledged members of the club. 
 
In March, 2006, the Gateway Squares organized a large dance that brought in visitors from outside the area. 
Local straight clubs were invited, but a prominent local caller refused to advertise the event at a class he was 
teaching, stating that he would have no part in “promoting the homosexual lifestyle.” 
 
The straight club sponsoring the class responded by firing him. 
 
Martha Cole and her partner, Sandra Garrison, have been active members of the Gateway Squares since 2005, 
dancing both with the club and out in the straight community. 
 
“Two years ago, I had no idea this world even existed,” Cole says. “It’s so much fun.” 
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History of IAGSDC and Gay Square Dance 

 

The original Association was formed in 1983 at the South Florida Fly-in. 
Members in attendance at the Fly-in came from The South Florida 
Mustangs, Western Star Dancers of San Francisco, Mile High Squares of 
Denver and Puddletown Squares from Seattle. Although not represented at 
this meeting The New Years Resolutions are also considered founding 

members of the IAGSDC. Unifying principles of the Association were 
adopted at this meeting. 
  
The first draft of proposed by-laws was presented to participating clubs at the Reno Rodeo later that year. 
Seattle, Washington was selected to host the first Convention and Harlan Kerr of (at that time) Seattle was 
chosen as the Association’s interim Chair Person. 
  
Charter members at that time were:  

·  Capital City Squares (Sacramento) 
·  DC Lambda Squares (Washington DC) 
·  Desert Valley Squares (Phoenix) 
·  Emerald City Squares (Seattle) 
·  Foggy City (San Francisco) 
·  Midnight Squares (San Francisco) 
·  Rocky Mountain Rainbeaus (Denver) 
·  Rosetown Ramblers (Portland Oregon) 
·  Sidewinders (Houston) 
·  The Wilde Bunch (Albuquerque) 

Also accepted at that time was Squares Across the Border (Vancouver Canada) which made it a truly 
international organization.  
  
Since 1983 the IAGSDC has grown to about 60 full member clubs and half a dozen affiliate members in 4 
countries. With the addition of Japan and Denmark we became not only more international but truly 
worldwide.  The first Australian club joined us in 1994; though sadly there are currently no active member 
clubs in Australia. 
  
The IAGSDC continues to grow. As an organization we attract a very diverse mix of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Transgendered and heterosexual dancers. Each year a host club holds our convention, usually in the U.S. or 
Canada. In recent years, conventions have attracted over 1,000 square dancers for a weekend celebration of 
dance and related activities. Throughout the year, regional events hosted by local clubs attract hundreds of 
attendees. 
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Structure of Club/Board:  
 
 
Our Mission: 
 
The Organization's mission is: To provide square-dancing instruction to the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual and Transgendered community of the greater St. Louis area and to others; 
To promote tolerance and diversity between the Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual and Transgendered persons 
and Non- Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual and Transgendered persons through the medium of square-
dancing; To provide a venue for Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual and Transgendered persons to engage in 
socially positive and productive interactions in emotional and physical safety. 
 
The Board: 
 
The Board of Directors shall consist of at least five (5) members. The Board is responsible for 
overall policy and direction of the Organization, and delegates responsibility for day-to-day 
operations to the Organization’s Executive Committee. 
 
Officer duties and responsibilities are as follows: 
(a) The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors and shall have the duties and 
powers accorded to the office of Chair as described in Robert’s Rules of Order. In addition, the 
President shall have those powers specified in these bylaws which include, but shall not be limited 
to, the powers to make appointments of committees and committee chairs. 
 
(b) The Vice-President shall have the duties and powers of the President in the event of the 
President’s absence. In the event of the President’s death, termination, or incapacity, the Vice-
President shall exercise the duties of the President until such time as the Board of Directors shall 
choose to fill the vacated office. Additionally, the Vice-President shall carry out other duties as 
assigned by the President. 
 
(c) The Secretary shall be responsible for overseeing the maintenance of all official records of the 
Board of Directors, sending out meeting announcements, distributing copies of minutes and the 
agenda to each Board member and shall preside in the absence of the President and Vice-President 
for the purpose of conducting meetings of the Board of Directors. The Secretary shall ensure that all 
documents required by law are submitted in a timely manner and maintained at the principal office. 
 
(d) The Treasurer shall oversee the keeping of all financial records of the Organization and shall 
chair the Finance committee. 
 
 
Committees: 
 
Dance Committee. The Dance Committee shall be appointed from the general membership and shall 
include at least one member of the Board. The Dance Committee is responsible for coordinating all 
dances hosted by the Organization, including both community dances and club dances. 
 
Fly-In Committee. The Fly-In Committee shall be appointed from the general membership and shall 
include at least one member of the Board. The Fly-In Committee is responsible for coordinating the 
biannual fly-in hosted by the Organization. 



��	���
�

 
Lessons Committee: The Lessons Committee shall be appointed from the general membership and 
shall include at least one member of the Board. The Lessons Committee is responsible for 
coordinating the lessons provided by the Organization, including both 
Mainstream and Plus lessons, Advanced lessons and workshops.  
 
 
Membership: 
�
Membership in the Gateway Squares shall consist of those persons over the age of eighteen (18) 
years who have passed Mainstream square-dancing instruction according to the guidelines of the 
American Square Dance Society whether with the Gateway Squares corporation or with any other 
Square-dancing organization, and who have paid such membership dues as shall be decided annually 
by the Board of Directors. 

 

�

�

�
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Stuff to Know 

 

 Fees are $7.00 per lesson.  Prepaid cards (for multiple lessons) will be available for purchase after 
classes begin 

 As a courtesy, emails will be sent out after each lesson reviewing the calls that were taught that week.  
Remember, it is your responsibility to review these moves in your handbook or the GWS website if 
you missed class (www.gatewaysquares.50megs.com).  

 Students who miss two consecutive classes must contact the class coordinators before returning to 
class. 

 Review of the previous week’s lesson will be offered at no charge from 6:30 to 7:00ish assuming 
enough dancers show up for a complete square. 

 Bad Weather Policy: Students and angels will receive an email when class is canceled due to bad 
weather.  If in doubt, check the website. 

 

�
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Gateway Squares Web Resources 

The Gateway Squares maintains a web site that provides information about our club as well as links to 
resources for other clubs in the St. Louis area and other gay Square Dance clubs throughout the world.  Our 
web address is:  www.gatewaysquares.50megs.com 
 
The Home page of our web site is used to post Alerts such as a change of venue for a workshop or dance, 
canceling lessons due to inclement weather, etc.  We also provide links to various resources and post general 
information on this page. 
 
The About page has a bit of history of the Gateway Squares club and information on the lessons we provide as 
well as a link to the bylaws of the club to explain how we operate. 
 
The What’s New page provides information about recent events pertaining to the Gateway Squares and other 
GLBT square dance happenings in which we might participate. 
 
The Photo page provides pictures of our members and friends at various goings on throughout the year.  Of 
course all pictures are rated G (or at least PG)!  (See asterisk below)   
 
The Contact page provides information for contacting the club, board members and committee chairs. 
 
The Favorite Links page is a valuable resource to links of various other clubs and/or organizations the Gateway 
Squares has a relationship with.  It also provides links to instructional sites for explanations of the various 
square dance moves and levels.  There are also a few links to other GLBT web sites in the St. Louis 
metropolitan area. 
 
The Calendar of Events page provides the list of our community dances and who the caller will be as well as 
link to our online calendar that provides dates and times, locations and various other details to ALL of the 
events the Gateway Squares are participating in (dances, lessons, workshops, etc.). 
 
The Picture Slide Show page hosts a number of slideshow presentations of various activities involving the 
Gateway Squares.  Again, all images are G-rated, but they can still be quite a bit of fun.  (See asterisk below)   
 
The Lessons Recap shows the moves taught at lessons on a weekly basis. 
 
The Arch and Dive Thru page provides information regarding our bi-yearly Fly-In where we invite all clubs to 
visit St. Louis and host a weekend of dancing fun.  This is always a good time for our members and guests. 
 
* ����������	�
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As your lessons begin and continue through the class year, you are welcome to join us at these social events.  
These will give you an opportunity to meet members of the club and watch what you will be able to do in a few 
more months!     
 
Social Opportunities: 
 
Gateway Squares Club Dances – 3rd Sunday, 4pm – 6pm  
Immanuel Congregational UCC Church, 3460 Jamison Avenue 
October, 19                December 21 
November 16    January 18 
   
Gateway Squares Halloween Dance, October 25 
Times, location - TBD 
 
As your lessons continue and your dance prowess progresses, in the new year you will be able to dance with 
the club at these events! 
 
Dancing Opportunities:  
 
Special dances: 
 

Winter Dance (for all StL square dance students) 
Saturday, January 24 – details TBD 

 
Sweetheart Dance, February 8  (guessing – 2009 not posted yet) 

 
Gateway Squares Club Dances – 3rd Sunday, 4pm – 6pm 
(@ Immanuel Congregational UCC Church, 3460 Jamison Avenue) 
February 15    April 19 
March 15    May 17 
 
61st Annual St. Louis Jamboree, April 3 & 4 
 
Annual IAGSDC Convention – Washington, DC 
April 9 – 12, 2009 
 
Student’s Graduation Ceremony 
Monday, May 11 
 
Student’s First Raid/Retrieve 
Monday, May 18 – West County Spinners 
 
Mainstream/Plus/Advanced Graduation Dance – Saturday, May 30 
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Expectations:  

�  Relax!  Square dancing is fun!  Enjoy yourselves! 
�  Don’t expect to dance with who you came with.  You will be dancing with everyone in the class at 

different times 
�  Don’t expect that all males will dance the male role or that all females will dance the female role.  

You get to choose which role you wish to dance.  Please stick with this choice through graduation 
�  Each lesson builds on what was learned in prior lessons.  Plan on attending all lessons until graduation 

in May 
�  If you are not going to be at a lesson, please email us at gwsclass@yahoo.com and let us know 
�  If you miss two or more consecutive classes, please contact one of the Class Coordinators prior to 

attending your next class to discuss your options 
�  Show up on time 
�  Square up when the music starts 
�  When squaring up, if you need a female partner raise your right arm, if you need a male partner, raise 

your left arm 
�  Pay attention and listen to the Caller 
�  Don’t instruct other students, that is the Caller’s job 
�  Be willing to change squares when asked 
�  Square dancing has its own language, don’t expect dance move names to make sense 
�  You WILL make mistakes, try to recover as quickly as you can, and then forget about it and move on 
�  Please refrain from talking while in a square, unless asking the Caller a question 
�  Please keep talking to a minimum while others are dancing (during breaks, etc) 
�  Please refrain from eating while in a square 
�  Seek out a Caller for assistance during breaks if you have questions 
�  Be considerate of others in your square, and be patient with others 
�  Remember, everyone learns at a different level 
�  Don’t be afraid to dance, don’t worry about breaking down a square.  If you don’t do it, someone else 

will 
�  If your square breaks down, get quickly into lines, in the head positions, with your original partner.  

Two couples in each line, please 
�  Don’t take offense if an Angel moves you to the proper place 
�  All sponsored square dance events are alcohol free, please respect this (social gatherings are another 

story entirely) 
�  You will be given a booklet, read it!  Make sure to read “The Ground Rules” at the back of the 

booklet.  Remember the booklet is just a guide and your Caller may do things differently 
�  NEVER, EVER, EVER walk out of square 
�  Rome wasn’t built in a day.  Remember that the more you dance, the better you will get 
�  Remember:  Relax.  Square dancing is fun.  Enjoy yourselves! 
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Quick Reference of Terms: 

 

Angels: An experienced dancer who attends classes to fill out squares and help the Caller 
demonstrate the proper way to form various movements. 

APD/DBD: All Position Dancing or Dance By Definition is a concept of dancing where dancers 
are able to dance any position in the square regardless of gender. 

Caller:   The person who directs dancers through a square dance. 

Class Coordinator: Designated club members responsible for your lessons experience. 

Club Dance: A dance hosted by and for our club and other IAGSDC members. 

Club Member: A individual who has completed lessons, pays dues and has the right to vote at the 
annual club meeting. 

Community Dance: A metro St. Louis dance hosted by a square dance club.  This dance is open to all 
other club members. 

Convention: An annual gathering of all gay square dancing clubs, worldwide, consisting of 
several days of meeting, eating and dancing. 

Cuer:   The person directing round dancers during a round dance. 

Dancing Level: The curriculum in square dancing which starts at the beginning and progresses.  The 
following are the levels of dancing calls and the order that they are taught:  
Basic/Mainstream, Plus, Advanced and Challenge.  

Fly in: A weekend of dancing which revolves around a theme hosted by a club. 

Home: The starting position for the leader and the current follower.  The Leader 
(traditionally the male) is the person in the left hand position and the Follower 
(traditionally the female) is the person in the right hand position. 

IAGSDC:  International Association of Gay Square Dance Clubs  

New Dancers:  Students taking Basic, Mainstream and Plus square dance lessons 

New Dancer Dance:  A metro St. Louis dance hosted by a square dance club.  This dance is geared to 
new students and opens to all other club members. 

 

Raid and Retrieve: Raiding is the act of taking at least eight dancers to another club hosted dance in an 
attempt to obtain their banner.  If more than one club participates, the club with the 
most dancers wins the host club’s banner.  Retrieve is the act of taking at least eight 
dances to another club hosted dance to retrieve your club’s banner.   

Round Dance:  Couples dancing to cued music, ie. waltz and ballroom. 

Stir the bucket: Each member in a square moves to the next counter-clockwise position. 

Styling: Additional physical embellishments done during singing calls only.  Styling is 
always optional. 
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Square:   Consists of four couples.   

Square your sets: The Caller is requesting that you return to your home positions. 

Tip: A tip consists of the following two parts: Patter/Hash and Singing call Patter/Hash 
Calls are a random series of calls with no particular order and no styling. Singing 
Calls are a set pattern that is used in conjunction with music and styling. 

Yellow Rock:  A friendly hug. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gateway Squares club members at the 2008 convention in Cleveland 


